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The other thing that I would point

out is that, as the gentleman from In-
diana will recall, we did in fact raise
taxes on the quote so-called rich in the
summer of 1993. We changed the mar-
ginal tax rate with a 10-percent surtax
on the rich, people making a million
dollars or more with a 10-percent sur-
tax, so it went from 36 to 39.6 percent.

Now let me ask a rhetorical question.
If we wanted to cut taxes on the rich,
if that is really what Republicans were
all about, then would it not make sense
that we would repeal that 10-percent
surtax? Would that not be the first
thing that we would do? I would think
that somebody that wants to cut taxes
on the rich, it would be. Did we do
that? Is that in this plan? Is there any
repeal of that 10 percent, notwithstand-
ing the fact that it was a stupid thing
to do in the first place? We should not
have raised that tax. We should not
have done it because it actually—it
works perversely. It does not increase
revenues. It actually discourages work-
ing, but nonetheless did we do that?

No, we did not do that. We clearly did
not do that, and we are not going to do
that. It is a middle-class tax cut. What
it does is it puts more money in the
hands, in the pockets, in the wallets
and the purses of the men and women
who earn it for their families, and it is
for families.

Mr. Speaker, at this time I yield the
balance of my time to the gentleman
from Indiana [Mr. BURTON].

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to thank the gentleman from
Ohio [Mr. HOKE] for this special order.
I think it has been very enlightening,
and I know many Americans watching
it had a lot of their questions an-
swered.

Mr. Speaker, how much time do I
have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TAYLOR of North Carolina). The gen-
tleman is recognized for 8 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. That should
be sufficient, Mr. Speaker.

You know one of the problems you
have when you are in public life is
sometimes you are misquoted, and yes-
terday I was on CBS’ morning show
along with Senator MCCAIN, and I was
on CNN ‘‘Talkback Live,’’ and last
night I was quoted on NBC News, Tom
Brokaw’s news report, talking about
my opposition, unequivocal opposition,
to sending our troops to Bosnia. But
one of the reporters from the AP wire
service took one line out of my state-
ment on CBS news which said, you
know, ‘‘He’s hell-bent’’; I was referring
to the President, ‘‘He’s hell-bent to
send our troops there, and, if he does
that, we must support them,’’ is what I
meant to say, but we were running out
of time, and I said ‘‘him.’’ And so they
put that on the AP wire, and it went
all over the country, and in every
major newspaper in the country I was
quoted as saying, ‘‘He’s hell-bent to do
this, and, if he does, we must support
him.’’ Mr. Speaker, it made it look like
I was in favor of sending our troops to

Bosnia, which is 180 degrees from the
truth. I am absolutely and unequivo-
cally opposed to sending our troops to
Bosnia, and I want to tell you, Mr.
Speaker, and the people who may be
paying attention to this special order
exactly why.

I met today with the Prime Minister
of the Bosnian Moslem Republic, Mr.
Silajdzic, and we had a nice long talk
with other members of the Committee
on International Relations talking
about whether or not there were perils
involved for our troops in Bosnia. I also
had an intelligence briefing along with
members of our committee, some of
which I cannot go into here tonight be-
cause it was a closed briefing, and it
was an intelligence briefing, and it is
not for public consumption. But the
bottom line is, things that I can say
that need to be reported to my col-
leagues and to the American people, is
there are 6 million land mines over
there, and a number of our troops are
going to be blown apart, or lose their
arms and legs by stepping on these
mines. They cannot be detected by
metal detectors, many of them, be-
cause they are made out of plastic,
they are very cheap, and they blow off
the feet, and some of them jump up and
will blow of legs and even kill people,
but they are designed to maim. Six
million of them. They only know where
there are about 100,000 to 1 million of
them. That means that at least 5 mil-
lion of them are not known where they
are, so that is a real peril to our troops.

Our troops are going to be on a cor-
ridor that runs many, many, many
miles, probably from around Sarajevo
up to Tuzla, and we are going to have
troops in a 21⁄2 mile wide corridor, and
they will be subject to terrorist at-
tacks, a terrorist, a Bosnian Serb, a
Moslem from Iran, a number of people
who are disenchanted with the peace
accord, maybe some people who live
around Sarajevo who fear they are
going to lose their homes when the
Bosnian Moslems return. These people
may perpetrate a terrorist attack on
our troops. They could put a truckload
of dynamite, just like they did in Bei-
rut back in the early eighties, and
drive it through a barrier and blow up
a lot of our young men and women.
They are being put in harm’s way with
no end in sight.

The President said they will be
brought home in 1 year, but in 1 year
will we resolve this problem? After
having talked to the leaders of these
various countries and these various
sects over there, I am convinced that
there is not going to be a solution to
this. These hatreds go back hundreds of
years, and these people do not like
each other at all, and it is my feeling
that in 1 year we will still be mired
down in this quagmire. The only dif-
ference is we are probably going to
have an awful lot of our young men and
women maimed or killed unneces-
sarily.

I do not think anybody knows for
sure how many are going to be lost, but

make no mistake about it, there will
be many. All those land mines, all of
these age-old hatreds, putting our
troops in between warring factions,
hoping that things will work out even
though some people who were supposed
to be included in the negotiations have
not yet agreed to them. As a matter of
fact, the Bosnian Serb leaders are still
trying to renegotiate part of the agree-
ment that deals with Sarajevo and the
property around that.

So, Mr. Speaker, I am very concerned
about sending our troops. I oppose
sending our troops. Every time I get
more information from the intelligence
community or from the leaders of that
part of the world, the former Yugo-
slavia, I become more concerned about
the safety of our troops and am more
convinced that this will not be a solu-
tion to these age-old hatreds.

The solution is to embargo products
that are going into the warring fac-
tions, to force them to the conference
table, to make them sit down and work
out an agreement without outside
forces being involved because, if they
really reach an agreement and they
really want peace, they are going to
work it out and have troops there of
their own to be a barrier between the
warring factions. To put our troops,
and the British troops, and the British
troops, and other troops in between all
these warring factions is a recipe for
disaster, and I think the President is
making a very, very major mistake.

I see my colleague from California
here who shares my views. He is going
to be taking, I believe, the next hour to
talk about this issue. But I wanted to
make very, very clear to AP and to the
people across this country who may
have been misled by that AP story that
I am unalterably opposed to sending
our troops, I think it is a tragic mis-
take, I think the President is leading
us down the road to a real possible dis-
aster, and I think that the American
people ought to know there is a better
way to skin this cat than putting
American young men and women at
risk.
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PROVID-
ING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1788, THE AMTRAK REFORM
AND PRIVATIZATION ACT OF 1995

Mr. LINDER, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 104–370) on the resolution (H.
Res. 284) providing for the consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1788) to reform
the statutes relating to Amtrak, to au-
thorize appropriations for Amtrak, and
for other purposes, which was referred
to the House Calendar and ordered to
be printed.
f

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIRMAN
OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANS-
PORTATION AND INFRASTRUC-
TURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TAYLOR of North Carolina) laid before
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